
Contracting Officer determines 
company is capable1

Contracting Officer makes a request
to the SBA to determine if the company
is able to receive a direct award

2

SBA response within 5 days3

Contracting Officer releases RFP  
performance requirements to direct  
award recipient

4

Recipient responds and negotiations 
are completed5

Contracting Officer makes the award6

• SBA may award a direct award contract (commonly 
referred to as a sole source) with an unlimited ceiling 
to an 8(a) participant owned and controlled by an 
ANC [13 CFR 124.506(b)]

• Quick, smooth transition to full contract operations 
typically in 30 to 60 days

• Awards above $25M for federal civilian agencies 
require a J&A [FAR 6.302-5(b)(4)]

• For the DoD, awards above $100M require a J&A 
[Class Deviation 2020 – O0009] 

• Limited potential for award protest [13 CFR 124.517(a)]

• Small Disadvantaged Business and Native American 
Credits [13 CFR 124.109(a)(4)]

• Negotiated fair price

The Akima portfolio of companies can 
streamline the acquisition process and 
deliver complete, cost-effective solutions 
to meet your mission requirements quickly 
and without interruption of service.

Streamlined 
Procurement

8(a) Direct Award Process

Contact Us to Learn More:
Akima  |  bdinfo@akima.com  |  571.323.5200



Akima is a global enterprise with over 9,000 employees, delivering agile 
solutions to the federal government in the core areas of facilities & ground 
logistics; information technology; aerospace solutions; protective services; 
systems engineering; mission support; furniture, fixtures & equipment (FF&E); 
and construction. As a subsidiary of NANA, an Alaska Native Corporation 
owned by more than 15,000 Iñupiat shareholders, Akima’s core mission is to 
enable superior outcomes for our customers’ missions while simultaneously 
creating a long-lived asset for NANA consistent with our Iñupiat values. In 
2022, Akima ranked #29 on Washington Technology’s Top 100 List and #56 
on Bloomberg Government’s BGOV200 List of top federal contractors. 

To learn more about Akima, visit www.akima.com.
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